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HIS is to kt you know, Re- ſoproper to reduce them into a Chriſtian 
_ verend Sirs,how ſenſible Iand Temper and within the Pale, as the ſe- 
. our Brethren are of the great , as Sammon- 
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nies, and that otherwiſe, Te are all Foint. 
Aembers with Fou of the ſame Church, 
This » I Gay, We are all very 
Senſible of, And as for a Union anda 
good Correſpondence, you may be al- 
ſur'd, weare all ſo in love with Union and 
Peace, that we could heartily with, to 
ſee all Chriſtians at this day,as they were 
in the time of the Apoſtles, of One Spirit, 
and of 0xe Bed. But you know what has 
hinder'd us liitherto from Foyning with 
Tour Church ; We have always ſulpected 
You for Papifts in Maſquerzd?; The ma» 
ny Ceremonies You have retain'd, Your 
Croſſes, and Altars, and Tapers, and Sur- 
plices, and Bowings ; Your Confeſſions an! 
Abſolutions , ani Maſs- Forms of Prayer, 
Ge. bave oblig'd us to theſe Thoughts ; 
and that tho' you pretend to have left 
Babylon, yet by the Rags and Livery you 
brought along with we could aot 
but {till ſaſpe you of her Rennue. 

Of late indeed you have given us ſome 
Reaſon to change or Opinion; whillt 
Popery making ſome approaches to you, 
ani even fianding, at yoor Doors, you 
hare given her ſuch Sor Enteriainment, 
and treated her with ſo much Sever:ty, 
as if in reality you had no Kindneſs for 
her. This, I fay, is ſcme Motive to us, 
to change aur former Opinion of you, 
And yes on the other hand, I ſee ſo many 
Deceits in F/iÞUanous Men, that I cannot 
tell how, but to be 7eelous ſtill, 1 fear 
Your Religion, may, like the Weather, have 
its different Seaſons and Returns, And as 
ſometimes the Di/enters from the Influ- 
ence of your Church, lie under a ſevere 
and nipping Winter, and at other times 
again. enjoy a warm and inviting Sux- 

me ; ſo you may be as changeable in 


pr of the Papifs too, ſometimes for 


*em and ſometimes againſt 'em; and yet 
be the fame 01d Church of England (till, 
like the Sun , which making different 
Seaſons and Cha m the Year, yet ne- 
yer changes it ſelf. Aud this Cenlidera- 
tion. dy's. not leaye me without lome 


Fears and Jealouſtes. T apprehend you 
have-a way of promoting Popery, and yet 
being. agaialt 1s ; and that if bo 
joyn with you, we may be inſtrufted in 
real Popery, whilſt we are taught to bats 
the Papifts; and if fo, I do not ſee, but 
it would be the ſame thing ro joyn with 
the Papifts, as with you. 

This Jealoufke of mine has been 
ſtrengthned of late by ſome of yanr Wri- 
tings, and molt eſpecially by one, which 
appear'd lately, Entitled, An Anſwer 10 
the Compiler of the Nubes Teftium, where- 
in the Author, whillt he ſeverely lets fly 
againſt the Papifs, do's at the " frm time 
maintain and propagate ſuch Dofrins, as 
I have ever look'd upon, as the very E- 
ſence and Groundwork of Popery, You'll 
give me leave to make a ſhort Liſt of 
luch as I have obſery'd in the peruſing 
that Book ; and thenif you will give me 


-your Opinion, and tet me know, whether 


really they are conformable to the Pefrin 
of your C burch ,,'twill ſerve ava Light to 
direct us, what to do, 'whillt you iavite 
us tojoyn Communion with you. 

Firlt then he ſays, (p. 8.) That he can 
grant, that the Biſhop of Rome # the Suc- 
celior of $S. Peter. 2. That that See is 
the Center of the Catholic Communiqn, while 
poſeſt by an Ontbodox Biſhop. 3, That who- 
Joever Separates bimſelf from it profe 
the true Faith, and poſſeſſed by 8 Catholic 
Biſhop, i guilyy of Schilm, (p. 39.) 4. He 
doubis wherkty there be really any Comro- 
verſie about Tradition, betwixt the Church 
of Rome and the Church of England. 
5» That the Tradition of #be Catholic 
Church to be receiud. 6. That by Tra- 
dition me receive tbe Holy Scriptures, and 
know bow 10 ſeparate the Scriptures from 
Apocryphal or Suppoſititious Writings. 
7+ That be i willing and ready to recetve 
any DoGrin not written, that bath as 
perpetual, unanimom, axd certain a Tradition 
as the Scripture ; end that he ou!y waits for 
the proving this, aud then be u ready to em 
brace al the Dofixins of Poyery, (p38) 

* 1648 


, (3) 


$. That there « ms neoefflty of expreſs 
Scripture for the Conltitutions and Pra- 
ices, which bis Church ejoyns, im order 10 
the more regular aud decent Service of God, 
(Þ- 41.) 9g. That the Tradition of An- 
tiquity * bighly uſeful and neceflary for 
the Interpretation of Points of Faith, 
(D- 43+) 16. That be Honors the Saints, 
Is obſerving Days in honor of them: And 
ſeems to grant all that i produc'd in Nubes 
Teſtium upsn that Subjet, viz. in viſiting 
Churches in bonor of the Saims, whoſe Me» 
mory is there preſerv'd ; in e/ſembling t-ge» 
they in bonor of the Scints, and Celebrating 
their Memory with 2 Religious Solemnity, 
{o to be partabers of their Merits. 11. That 
it us generally piouſly believ'd, that the glori- 
$'d Saims do Intercede for the Church Mi- 
htant, ( p. 49+.) 12. That the Honor, 
ch in Primitive Times was paid to the 
Memories of Saints, was nothivg but what 
was highly juſt, and that herem they are 
Imitated by us, ſays be, , 4s well as by ay 
0ther Chriſtians , (p. 50.) 14. That the 
Fathers kept the Relics of Saints with Re» 
ſpect and Veneration, and believ'd that 
God often wrought Mrracles by them, and 
they might do it too, ſays this Author, 
(P* 51.) 14+. That the Fathers prafu'd 
Praying for the Dead ; and onn'd it as 
advantageous to the Souls departgit : Every 
word of which we freely grant, ſays this 
Author, ( Pp. 53.) That the Fatkess in the 
Firſt Ages wd Cblations and Prayers for 
the D=ad, no body denies, ſays be. We 
do confeſs withall, That theſe Prayers were 
offir'd up alſo for pardon of Sins, (p. 65.) 
] q- That it is the Opinion of bys Church that 
Cbriſ#'s Body #5 really preſent inthe Eucha + 
rilt, (p. 66.) 16. That that Conſecrated 
Food us the Fleſh and Bloodof Feſus Chri/2. 
Theſe are ſome of the Points, which [ 
obſerv'd in reading that Book ; and here 
for a better underſtanding, I defire to 
know of you, Whether theſe are truly 
and really your Doctrine, The Book, 
I de, . bas” the Stagdard-Mark; "tis Li- 
cens'd by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury's 


Chaplain ; and ſo muſt be ſappos'd to 
contain- nothing, but what is agreeable 
to your Church, Andif fo, how can we 
chooſe but be Fealows of your Cells to Uni- 
on, an1 Fair Invitations, whillt we ſee 
you holding out Reformation in one Hand, 
and ſo much Popery in the other 2? What 
means your ſo Good Opinion of the 
Pope ; of Tradition, of bono:ring the Saints; 
of their [mter-effion for mw; of bonouring 
their Memories or Xonuments; of owing 
a Reſpeft and Yeneration due to their Re» 
lics ; of allowing Pray:rs for the Souls de» 
portcd, as advantagious to them, arft for 
the Parden of their Sins ; of helieving 
Chriſt's Body to be realy preſent in the S2- 
crament, and that it x his Fleſh and Blozd4? 
What means, I ſay, all this? Is this the 
Doctrinz of yqur Church, to which you 
invite us to joyn? IF it be, I mult cell 
you plainly, [You are the Men, I always 
took you to be, if not Papif#s wg" 
at the beſt, hut like thoſe /mperfect Ani- 
mal's of _Foy;t, which beginning t9 
mov? out of Merher-dirt,are left unfinith'd, 
and in Colony, and Scent, an | the greate# 
part are hothing but Aſorber-dirt tit] ; and 
into it donaturally rezu-n, For my Parr, 
if I could come ſo near Popery as this, I 
ſhoul:t make no Ditfculty of taking t'o- 
ther Step. For 'tis thither all this do's 
naturally tend. 

What we deſire therefore is, That ia 
all ypur Exhortations to Union, you would 
ſuppoſe us to be rational Men, and not 
wiiling too any thing, till we /ee and 
&row what it is we are todo, If yon 
would have us Unire, tet us know;ro whac 
we are to unite ; give us a Scheme of 
your Doltrines, of your Praftices, to which 
you expect our Submifion and Aſcent. 
And when we have this before us, upon 
Conſideration, we {hall ke better able to 
know what todo, And particularly, as 
to the Points above, if they be according 
tayour Church, tell us i@ : If they be 
noty. be plaig with us, agd condemn 
them. - Who knows but the "4 

the 


theſe Poſitions may be ſome Feſutt in Diſ- 
Kviſe, who under a Feign'd Shew of de- 
feating Popery, deſigns nothing more than 
to promote it ? 

One other Point I deſire you to add to 
theſe, which is that mention'd by Dr. Til- 
lotſon, in his Sermon at Whitebal, April 4. 
1679. p- 17. Where he ſays, That Pri- 
vate Perſons in underſtanding obſcure 
Texts of Scripture, and the more diffcalt 
Poims in Religion, mult rely upon their 
Guides : Becauſe in theſe Caſes, ſays he, 
every Man # not capable of judging bimſelf, 
and therefore be muſt neceſſarily trult others : 
and likewiſe ſubmit ro what is determin'd 
ard eſtabliſh'd by public Conſent and Autbori- 
17, unleſs upon clear Evidence of the 
Falihood or Unlawfulneſs of it: And in 
Caſe Men be perverſe and Diſobedient, Au» 
thority u Fudg, and may refrain and puniſh 
them, To this Point I deſire you to {peak 
clear and plain, that ſo if we come to 
you, we may know, Whether in any 
Points of Religion, we muſt neceſſarily go 
blindjold, and rely upon others : And that 
if we cannot ſubmit to all that is deter- 
min'd by your Authority, we mult be un- 
avoidably :in'd and puniſh'd. This 
Point is of ſome concern, becauſe this 
s#ruſting to others Judgment in Matters 
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of Dofrin, joyn'd with that "of Tradition 
abovemention'd, which authoriſes Confi- 
tutions and Pratices without any Authori- 
ty of the written Word; we can eaſily 
foreſee , whither they lead ; what is 
there that may not be impos'd upon us, 
upon theſe Principles; Whilt we in the 
mean time, muſt be oblig'd either to 
ſubmit, orelſe be puniſh'd as perverſe and 
Diſobedient ? Be poſitive in laying = 
theſe things to us : Let us know, which 
are the Difficult Points, which we muſt 
neceſſarily zruf to others, and bow many 
they are; that ſo we may know the End 
of our _ 

We defire SatisfaCtion in theſe Par- 
ticulars, and when this is done, we ſhall 
know better how to follow your Cabs. 
You'l. pardon this Importurlity, and in 
a Friendly Anſwer conſider our Circum- 
flances; make things as favourable as 
you can; and above all things remember, 
That to hear little of Truffing, and leſs 
of Puxiſhing, will be moſt acceptable to, 


Reverend Sirs, 


Towrs. 


LO MDO 


Printed, and are to be ſold by Randal 
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